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INTRODUCTION 

This submission is made by the Directors & Editors Guild of NZ (DEGNZ) the industry association 
representing the interests of directors and editors in the New Zealand screen industry. This includes directors 
and editors of feature drama and documentary; television drama, documentary and factual programmes; short 
films; video art; animation; commercials and web content. 

The founding body of DEGNZ, the Screen Directors Guild of New Zealand, was formed in 1995. With the 
welcoming of editors into the guild in 2009, the guild name changed to reflect their inclusion. DEGNZ has 250 
members nationally. 

DEGNZ works to ensure the creative, cultural and financial well being of its members. We: 

• are dedicated to promoting excellence in the arts of directing and editing; 

• foster collegiality and unity within the screen industry; 

• promote members’ creative and economic rights; 

• work to improve industry working conditions and remuneration; 

• offer professional advice and information on contracts and industry standards and practice; 

• offer professional development events, networking opportunities, career advice, dispute resolution, 

mentoring, workshops, training, discounts and regular news bulletins for members across all levels of 

expertise, from novices to seasoned professionals; and  

• are a voice for directors and editors in influencing policy in the interest of our members through our 

membership of the pan‐industry group SINZ (Screen Industry New Zealand), and by making 

submissions to government and public officials. 

Internationally, DEGNZ ‘s working relationships extend through IEASDO (International Affiliation of 
English‐Speaking Directors’ Organisations) to the Broadcasting, Entertainment Cinematograph and Theatre 
Union (BECTU), the Directors Guild of America (DGA), the Directors Guild of Canada (DGC), Directors UK, 
the Screen Directors Guild of Ireland (SDGI) and the Australian Screen Directors Guild(ADG). 
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SUBMISSION 

In principle, DEGNZ believes that if the Official Information Act is administered in the spirit in which it was 
intended, it provides a well formed document governing the handling of official information. However, there 
are a number of concerns with practices in relation to the Act that the guild wishes to highlight on behalf of its 
membership. 

 

Politicization of Official Information Act 

Not one of the exemptions outlined in the Act relates to political damage and therefore does not provide 
grounds DEGNZ believes for the withholding of information. 

The standard practise of Minister’s being told of official information requests as a means to assess the political 
risk of the information being requested may impede documentary and other filmmakers in successfully 
receiving appropriate responses to their requests, and is DEGNZ believes contrary to the spirit of the Act. 

Politicization of the Official Information Act is of concern to DEGNZ. 

 

Pacifica and Ross Dependency Exemption 

The blanket exemption allowing the withholding of all official information related to the Cook Islands, Tokelau, 
Niue and the Ross Dependency is from a DEGNZ perspective not justifiable. 

DEGNZ understands that there are good grounds for the withholding of information for national security or 
defence purposes. In regard to these territories, however, DEGNZ believes that this part of the Act requires 
further definition so that withholding for national security or defence reasons becomes the exception rather 
than the rule. 

As an area of vital interest to New Zealand and therefore its filmmakers, the Pacifica region provides a fertile 
ground for storytelling that should not be totally exempted from requests for information under the Act as it 
currently is. 

 

Time Delays 

The 20-day rule for responses to requests under the Act has now become the norm rather than the cap. 
Further, appeal and the transfer of requests create further delays in responses to requests. 

For filmmakers, there are time and cost implications in such delays, which can be detrimental to the project 
and or the filmmakers’ financial wellbeing. 

DEGNZ believes a more efficacious approach is required for processing requests to deliver on the intent of 
the Act to make official information more freely available and to provide for proper access. 

 

Creation of Entities 

The creation of entities that are not subject to the Act is a constitutional anomaly that provides a means for 
organisations to screen themselves from inquiry. 

DEGNZ believes any move to exclude agencies, adjuncts to government or recipients of government money 
from the provisions of the Official Information Act is counterproductive to both filmmakers whose focus is such 
bodies, and the public interest in them. 

 


