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Submission to:

Parliamentary Select Committee on the Principles of the Treaty of Waitangi Bill 2024



About Us

This submission is made by the Directors and Editors Guild of Aotearoa New Zealand
(DEGANZ), the industry guild and union representing the interests of directors and editors in the
New Zealand screen industry. This includes directors, editors and assistant editors of feature
drama and documentary; television drama, documentary and factual programmes; short films;
video art; animation; commercials and web content.

DEGANZ works to ensure the creative, cultural and financial wellbeing of its members. We:

e are dedicated to promoting excellence in the arts of directing and editing;

e foster collegiality and unity within the screen industry;

e promote members’ creative, cultural and economic rights;

e work to improve industry working conditions and remuneration;

e offer professional advice and information on contracts and industry standards and practice;
o offer professional development events, networking opportunities, career advice, dispute
resolution, mentoring, workshops, training, discounts and regular news bulletins for members
across all levels of expertise, from novices to seasoned professionals.

Internationally, DEGANZ’ working relationships extend through IAESDO (International Affiliation
of English-Speaking Directors’ Organisations) to the Directors Guild of America (DGA), the
Directors Guild of Canada (DGC), Directors UK, the Screen Directors Guild of Ireland (SDGI)
and the Australian Screen Directors Guild (ADG).

DEGANZ opposes the Principles of the Treaty of Waitangi Bill 2024.
In doing so we echo many of the points raised in the submission from Nga Aho Whakaari, Maori
in Screen, with their permission.

Impacts on the New Zealand Screen Industry

1. Undermining TMP, WM, TVNZ, RNZ, NZOA, and NZFC’s Maori Strategies

TMP, WM, TVNZ, RNZ, NZOA, and NZFC play a crucial role in funding, supporting, and
distributing Maori screen projects that foster cultural sovereignty and contribute to the
revitalisation and visibility of te reo and tikanga Maori. Their Maori strategies are closely aligned
with the principles of Te Tiriti 0 Waitangi. However, this Bill threatens to undermine these
agencies' ability to fulfill their commitments, limiting opportunities for Maori flmmakers and
content creators.



2. Threat to Equitable Funding and Resource Distribution

Weakening Treaty obligations risks reinforcing systemic inequities by diminishing the ability of
TMP, TVNZ, RNZ, WM, NZOA, and NZFC to allocate resources fairly. Such a shift would
exacerbate disparities in the screen industry, where Maori projects already face challenges in
securing adequate funding and representation.

3. Cultural Sovereignty and International Standing

The New Zealand screen industry plays a critical role in showcasing indigenous stories locally
and globally, reinforcing Aotearoa’s reputation as a leader in indigenous storytelling.
Undermining Treaty principles threatens the cultural sovereignty of Maori creatives and
compromises New Zealand’s standing in the international arena.

4. Threat to the future of Co-governance model adoption

The defining principles based on the Articles of Te Tiriti would mean co-governance
arrangements for public institutions and utilities, such as at universities and for water services,
would no longer be supported by the Treaty. This would eliminate future potential benefits to all
New Zealanders of adopting co-governance models.

Broader Context of Harm
The Bill ignores the historical context of systemic inequities imposed on Maori by race-based
policies, such as:

Native Schools Act 1867

Native Land Acts (1860s-1880s)

Maori Representation Act 1867

Tohunga Suppression Act 1907

Public Reserves, Domains, and National Parks Act 1928

Perpetual leases on Maori land
The enduring harm caused by these race-based policies cannot be addressed without
acknowledging and rectifying historical injustices. Proposing that race-based policies are now
“unfair” dismisses the reality of entrenched disparities caused by race-based policies and
contradicts the principle of equity inherent in Te Tiriti.



The Treaty Principles outlines:

The recommendation is to maintain the current approach, where the courts and the Waitangi
Tribunal continue to define the meaning of Treaty principles in line with existing practices.

The policy proposal's description does not align with the Treaty/te Tiriti, particularly Article 2,
which affirms the ongoing exercise of tino rangatiratanga. Limiting the rights of hapi and iwi to
those outlined in legislation or agreements with the Crown suggests that tino rangatiratanga is
derived from kdwanatanga. This reduces indigenous rights to mere privileges that any citizen
could exercise, undermining their unique status.

An interpretation of Article 2 that ignores the collective rights of iwi and hapa, or the distinct
position of Maori as the indigenous people of Aotearoa New Zealand, raises serious concerns
about the Treaty’s purpose and its constitutional significance.

Key points from The Waitangi Tribunal’s Part Il Interim Report:

e If the proposed bill were passed, it would represent the most significant breach of the
Treaty in modern times. If the bill remained in effect for a prolonged period or was never
repealed, it could effectively end the Treaty/te Tiriti's relevance.

e Excluding Maori from any role in decisions that impact their fundamental rights is deeply
prejudicial. Even if the bill does not advance beyond the select committee, its effects will
be long-lasting. The trust and goodwill built through Treaty settlements are at risk, and
the Maori—Crown relationship is being damaged, as warned by officials.

e Regarding the bill's content as approved by Cabinet, both Crown and claimant evidence
agree that the revised principles, while claimed to be based on the Treaty articles, do not
reflect the actual text or intent of the Treaty/te Tiriti.

Recommendations

1. Strengthen Treaty Commitments

Legislation must strengthen the Crown’s obligations under Te Tiriti o Waitangi, particularly in
supporting organisations such as TMP, WM, TVNZ, RNZ, NZOA, and NZFC. These obligations
are vital for advancing te reo Maori, tikanga Maori, and Maori storytelling and perspectives on
screen.

2. Prioritize Maori Strategies

Maori strategies must remain central to the operations of TMP, WM, TVNZ, RNZ, NZOA, and
NZFC, ensuring that their actions align with Treaty principles and support Maori aspirations in
the screen sector.


https://www.beehive.govt.nz/sites/default/files/2024-09/Regulatory%20Impact%20Assessment%20Treaty%20Principles%20Bill.pdf

3. Engage Meaningfully with Maori Stakeholders

The Crown must engage in robust and meaningful consultation with Maori stakeholders, to
ensure that all legislation reflects the needs and aspirations of tangata whenua. Tangata Tiriti
must also be engaged to uphold the partnership envisioned in Te Tiriti.

Conclusion

DEGANZ opposes the Principles of the Treaty of Waitangi Bill as an attempt to undermine the
progress made in honouring te Tiriti o Waitangi and the current standing of Maori in Aotearoa,
under the guise of providing ‘equality for all’. This ‘equality’ ignores the special place that Maori
hold in Aotearoa, a people historically and currently still dispossessed and under resourced, and
restricts all New Zealanders’ ability to adopt and learn more from Te Ao Maori and tikanga Maori
in the future.

DEGANZ opposes this bill and urges the Select Committee to reject this Bill and reaffirm
Aotearoa’s commitment to te Tiriti o Waitangi.

Nga mihi,
Ben Powdrell
President - DEGANZ



