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INTRODUCTION

This submission is made by the Directors and Editors Guild of Aotearoa New Zealand (DEGANZ), the industry
guild and union representing the interests of directors and editors in the New Zealand screen industry. This
includes directors, editors and assistant editors of feature drama and documentary; television drama,
documentary and factual programmes; short films; video art; animation; commercials and web content.

The founding body of DEGANZ, the Screen Directors Guild of New Zealand, was formed in 1995. With the
welcoming of editors into the guild in 2009, the guild name changed to reflect their inclusion. DEGANZ has
300 members nationally.

DEGANZ works to ensure the creative, cultural and financial wellbeing of its members. We:
e are dedicated to promoting excellence in the arts of directing and editing;
e foster collegiality and unity within the screen industry;
e promote members’ creative, cultural and economic rights;
e work to improve industry working conditions and remuneration;
e offer professional advice and information on contracts and industry standards and practice;

e offer professional development events, networking opportunities, career advice, dispute resolution,
mentoring, workshops, training, discounts and regular news bulletins for members across all levels
of expertise, from novices to seasoned professionals; and

e are a voice for directors and editors in influencing policy in the interest of our members through our
membership of the pan-industry group SINZ (Screen Industry New Zealand), and by making
submissions to government and public officials.

Internationally, DEGANZ’ working relationships extend through IEASDO (International Affiliation of English-
Speaking Directors’ Organisations) to the Directors Guild of America (DGA), the Directors Guild of Canada
(DGC), Directors UK, the Screen Directors Guild of Ireland (SDGI) and the Australian Screen Directors Guild
(ADG).

SUBMISSION
DEGANZ is opposed to the Regulatory Standards Bill.
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Te Tiriti o Waitangi

Nowhere in the bill are the obligations to the principles of Te Tiriti o Waitangi—partnership, participation,
protection—included. The Waitangi Tribunal in its Interim Regulatory Standards Bill Urgent Report, found
that “the Crown breached the Treaty/te Tiriti principles of partnership and active protection by failing to
meaningfully consult with Maori before Cabinet took significant decisions as to the content of the proposed
Regulatory Standards Bill on 5 May 2025.” Te Tiriti o Waitangi is the founding constitutional document of our
country. The Crown cannot shirk its responsibility to consult with Maori through targeted engagement over
this Bill.

Minority Libertarian political views shape the legislation

The Act Party with its Libertarian political ideology, won only 9% of the vote in the last election, yet through
the Regulatory Standards Bill, the Minister of Regulation David Seymour, and the proposed Regulatory
Standards Board—undoubtedly to be stacked with Libertarian stalwarts—would hold undemocratic sway
over much of Government and its operations. Compounding this is the right the Bill would give to review all
existing legislation, allowing it to call into question anything that does not align with its libertarian-crafted
principles. Overall, this Bill would allow a minority, extreme view to control much of New Zealand'’s
multicultural, pluralistic society.

Unnecessary bill with little benefit

As set out in the Regulatory Impact Statement (RIS) from the Ministry for Regulation, it is unclear whether
the Bill will do anything to improve legislative quality.

The view of the Legislative Advisory Committee is more clear. It writes that “in its view it is misconceived,
wrong in constitutional principle, and would be largely unworkable in practice, as well as adding
unwarranted economic expense to the governance of New Zealand and vast scope for increased litigation
through the Courts.”

Over-emphasis on private property and individual rights

Aotearoa New Zealand is a democratic nation where collective wellbeing, social cohesion and environmental
sustainability are fundamental tenets of our society. The Bill’s principles focus on individual rights and
private property while ignoring collective concerns. This focus could allow individuals or corporations to
conduct their activities with scant regard for the collective good, and allow them to seek compensation for
anything they considered was deleterious to them in their activities, no matter how detrimental those
activities may be to the environment, collective rights or society.

DEGANZ opposes the Regulatory Standards Bill and recommends the Finance and Expenditure Committee
terminates this Bill.
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